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August 8, 2014 
 
Ms. Joni James 
Deputy Editor of Editorials 
Tampa Bay Times 
490 First Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
RE: PSTA Needs to Win Back Voters' Trust  

 
As a long serving County Commissioner and PSTA Chairman, I can think of few initiatives as 
important to our community’s future progress as Greenlight Pinellas. I also understand the 
politics of distraction and misdirection. On the path to the November 4th referendum, the 
opponents of Greenlight Pinellas continuously make unfounded accusations alleging 
impropriety, illegality and conspiracy on the part of elected officials and other supporters 
of Greenlight Pinellas. 
 
Greenlight opponents accused the agency of improperly using state funds. The Florida 
Department of Transportation’s Inspector General found PSTA to be in full compliance with 
state and federal laws.  
 
Two lawsuits were filed by Greenlight opponents, challenging the Greenlight educational 
program and claiming that the County Commission and PSTA board could not legally 
schedule a referendum. The courts ruled against the Greenlight opponents in both cases. 
 
More recently, the same opponents accused PSTA of inappropriately using a Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) grant for advertisements which included the Greenlight logo. It's 
important to note that DHS did not provide feedback on the commercials, despite requests 
from PSTA, and that more than 90% of the ads ran last year (2013), before the County 
Commission approved the November 4, 2014 referendum.  
 
Nonetheless, it is clear that we at PSTA should have had better communication with DHS, 
and required their approval before running the ads. Although I was not Chair last year 
when the ads ran, I take full responsibility as the current Chair, and have asked our CEO to 
review all grant procedures. The DHS grant is a small part of PSTA’s $86 million budget and 
the millions in federal grants we receive yearly, and our grant compliance record is 
excellent. However this particular grant should have been handled better. We will learn 
from this experience.  
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It's important to keep this matter in the proper perspective. PSTA has a strong track record 
of fiscal and operational excellence, and has received many awards – including ironically, 
the Gold Standard designation from DHS. PSTA is serving a record number of riders, is 
constantly taking steps to improve service, and is prepared to do an excellent job of 
implementing the transformational Greenlight Pinellas plan if approved by the voters. The 
plan has been developed over several years, and is supported by 13 cities, the County 
Commission, businesses and a broad spectrum of community stakeholders.  
 
As we move towards the November 4th referendum, our community must remain focused 
on the critical issue before us – are we prepared to move our transportation system into the 

21st century with a well vetted, fairly funded, and fiscally sustainable plan for improving 

public transit? I am confident that the Greenlight Pinellas plan is the path to that goal, and 
that PSTA is prepared to implement that plan if approved by the voters.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Kenneth T. Welch 

Chairman, PSTA 

 
cc:  PSTA Board 
 Brad Miller, PSTA CEO 

 


